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Pickled or soured vegetables: pickled cucumbers (cucumber pickles)
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Descriptors:
canned foods, food products, food additives, food testing, pickles, vegetables, contaminants, hygiene,
labelling.
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INTERMNATIOMNAL FOOD STANDARDS ]
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Food and Agriculture

STANDARD FOR PICKLED CUCUMBERS (CUCUMBER PICKLES)
CXS 115-1981

Adopted in 1981. Amended in 2017.
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CXS 115-1981 2
1. SCOPE

This standard applies to Pickled Cucumbers (in some countries Cucumber Pickles) intended for direct
consumption which are:

(a) prepared with cucumbers as the predominant ingredient;

(b) prepared from desalted cured cucumbers, fermented naturally or by controlled fermentation, or from
fresh cucumbers which are acidulated;

(c) preserved through natural or control fermentation or added acidulants and may be further preserved by
pasteurization with heat, by other physical means or by chemical preservatives.

In some countries, the word “cucumbers” is associated with large size fruit whereas the word “gherkin” (in
French “cornichons”) refers to small fruit. Irrespective of customary national trade practice these products are
included in this standard.
This standard does not cover finely chopped products called relish.

2, DESCRIPTION

21  Product Definition

Picked cucumbers is the product:

(a) prepared from clean, sound cucumbers of cultivars conforming to the characteristics of Cucumis
sativus L.;

(b) such cucumbers may or may not be peeled and may or may not have seeds removed;

(c) packed with or without a suitable liquid packing medium and seasoning ingredients appropriate to the
product;

(d) is preserved in an appropriate manner before or after the container is closed - such preservation to
include acidulation to a pH of 4.6 or less either by natural or controlled fermentation or addition of a
vinegar or an edible acid, and may also include heat pasteurization, refrigeration or a chemical
preservative.
2.2 Types and Kinds of Pack
2.21 Fresh pack type
Prepared from fresh, uncured and unfermented cucumbers.
2.2.2 Cured type
Prepared from cucumbers which have been cured in salt brine or in other suitable curing solution with or
without natural or controlled fermentation. Such salt stock may be sufficiently desalted, if necessary, during
preparation for processing.

2.2.3 Sub-types

Analytical characteristics of the sub-type are determined on the packing medium after equalization.
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